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Level Plus® transmitters provide remote level measurement of family’s water supply...

MTS Sensors’ Monitors Rural Water Supply for 
Visually Impaired Customer

CARY, N.C. (June 2, 2008) -- MTS Systems Corp. Sensors Division is providing 

the Web-based tank monitoring solution it developed with OleumTech Corporation  

(Irvine, CA) to assist a couple living in Pie Town, N.M., with the monitoring of their 

water supply. Anne and Jim Dorough, who is visually impaired, need an easier, more ac-

curate way of monitoring the water level in their 3,000 gallon tank to make more efficient 

use of their supply, as well as to establish a more cost-efficient delivery schedule. MTS 

Sensors provides the tank measurements and the OleumTech wireless monitors trans-

mit the data back to the couple’s home where a Modbus controller with Ethernet output 

passes the data onto the Web. In the end, the Doroughs are able to open a webpage and 

pull up the latest measurement at anytime.

 “The wireless system makes it possible for us to accurately determine the avail-

able water from the comfort of our home 150 feet from the tank,” said Anne Dorough. 

- more -
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“My husband’s visual impairment made it impossible for him to estimate the water level 

and he was worried about my climbing that hill in inclement weather. We both really ap-

preciate what MTS and OleumTech have done.”

The couple’s isolated location requires that their water supply be delivered by 

truck, and the new system allows them to monitor for leaks, schedule deliveries in order 

to get the best pricing, and better manage appliances that affect their water supply.

 “The solution provided by MTS is both simple and effective. With the sensor and 

transmitter located at the tank and the receiver and software in the office, we are able to 

see exactly how much water we have available from inside the house,” said Mrs. Dor-

ough. “This is a lot more convenient, safe and accurate than climbing the hill and feeling 

the side of the tank.”

MTS Sensors uses its Level Plus® model MG liquid level transmitter to measure 

the level in the storage tank. The tank level is transmitted via Modbus to the OleumTech 

LevelMate(TM)  Monitor, through the property’s trees and three walls, sending the 

measurement to the Doroughs’ house where the OleumTech DataHubä is located. The 

output from the DataHub is connected to a Fieldbus controller that places the information 

on the Internet. The Doroughs can open the website and poll the unit to find out the last 

collected measurement, and they can also customize the update time of the radios and the 

web interface.

Customers choose the model MG transmitter due to its ability to provide 3-in-1 

measurement of the product level, interface level and temperature. The model MG has 

built a reputation of high accuracy, reliability, simple installation, and field replacement. 

Every transmitter is built custom to the application and is available in lengths from 508 

mm (20 in.) to 18,288 mm (720 in.). The model MG can operate on either 12 or 24 Vdc 

power via its 4-wire Modbus connection.

For more information on MTS Sensors and level sensing, please contact: Lee 

Aiken, MTS Sensors Division, 3001 Sheldon Drive, Cary, NC 27513.  Phone: (919) 

677-2373. E-mail: lee.aiken@mts.com or visit www.mtssensors.com.

MTS Sensors, a division of MTS Systems Corp., is the global leader in the devel-

opment and production of magnetostrictive linear-position and liquid-level transmitters. 

-more-



Based on MTS’ patented Temposonics® technology, the Sensors Division is continually 

developing new ways to apply magnetostrictive sensing technology to solve critical ap-

plications in a variety of markets worldwide.  With facilities in the U.S., Germany and 

Japan, MTS Sensors Division is an ISO 9001 certified supplier committed to providing 

innovative sensing solutions that deliver customers with reliable, cost effective sensing 

devices.
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